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There can be no question about whether we 
should or should not transform our society in 
the direction of sustainability.              - Alan AtKisson 
 

 

Alan AtKisson, born on 29 March 1960, has been working in the field of sustainability since 
1988. In 1990 he co-founded the Sustainable Seattle initiative, which produced the first urban 
sustainability indicator set and became a model, recognized by the United Nations in 1996, for 
similar projects in many countries. In 1992 he founded a consultancy focused on sustainability 
management, measurement, and capacity building, and today the AtKisson Group has affiliates 
in nine countries. His clients include United Nations agencies, global companies, and 
governmental initiatives. Tools and methods developed by the AtKisson Group are widely used 
in sustainability education and management. Alan is the author of five books, including the 
bestseller Believing Cassandra (1999, 2010), and The Sustainability Transformation (2010). A 
dual citizen of Sweden and the United States, he lives in Stockholm, Sweden.  He currently 
serves as Assistant Director-General of Sida, the Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency, where he leads the Department of Partnership and Innovation . 
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