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After all, sustainability means running the global environment-
Earth Inc.-like a corporation: with depreciation, amortization and 
maintenance accounts. In other words, keeping the asset whole, 
rather than undermining your natural capital.               – Maurice Strong 
 

 

Maurice Frederick Strong (29 April 1929 – 27 November 2015) was a Canadian oil and 
mineral businessman and a diplomat who served as Under-Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. Strong was the President of Power Corporation of Canada until 1966. In 
the early 1970s he was Secretary General of the U.N. Conference on the Human 
Environment, and then became the first executive director of the U.N. Environment 
Programme. He headed Ontario Hydro, one of North America's largest power utilities. He 
served as a commissioner of the World Commission on Environment and Development in 
1986 and was recognised by the International Union for Conservation of Nature as a 
leader in the international environmental movement. Strong was an active Honorary 
Professor at Peking University and honorary chairman of its Environmental 
Foundation. He was chairman of the advisory board for the Institute for Research on 
Security and Sustainability for Northeast Asia. He died at the age of 86 in 2015. 
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