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Do not wait for extraordinary circumstances to do good
action; try to use ordinary situations. - Jean Paul Richter

Jean Paul (born as Johann Paul Friedrich Richter, 21 March 1763 —
14 November 1825) was a German Romantic writer, best known for his
humorous novels and stories. Jean Paul began his career as a man of
letters with Gronlandische Prozesse (“Greenland Lawsuits”), published
anonymously in Berlin in 1783-84, and Auswahl aus des Teufels
Papieren ("Selections from the Devil's Papers”, signed J. P. F. Hasus),
published in 1789. In 1801 he married Caroline Meyer, whom he had met
in Berlin the year before. They lived first at Meiningen, then at Coburg;
and finally, in 1804, they settled at Bayreuth. Here Richter spent a quiet,
simple, and happy life, constantly occupied with his work as a writer. In
September 1821 Jean Paul lost his only son, Max, a youth of the highest
promise; and he never quite recovered from this shock. He lost his sight
in 1824, and died of dropsy at Bayreuth, on 14 November 1825.
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